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[FAMOUS SACRED LAKE OF GUATAVITA GIVES UP TREASURE | The Muisca raft of El Dorado

English Engineer Here with Bits of Gold and 5
Precious Stones Which He Says Are Part of

| theOfferings o the Gods Thrown by Andean

| Tribes Into Colombiar . Now Drained.




Muisca tunjos
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silver

copper
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A ear spools (n=26)
_ [ bangles (n=28)

O feathers (n=90)

Silver e 2 [-4 2 © Copper

An example for comparison: Royal Tombs of Sican, Peru
(after Gordus and Shimada 1995, 135)

Composition of
ca. 220 Muisca N
votive objects

100

silver 0 10 20 3 40 50 60 70 8 9 100 copper

Melting point Ox 100

(diagram after Scott 1991, 134)

Corrosion resitance 0% 100

(diagram after Drost and HauBelt 1992, 276)

Ag 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 Cu

Gender

Colour

Ag °
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%Ag/(Ag+Au)

Naturally -
I I | T o oentiferous gold

Copper
artificially added

il
I l m I (Uribe and Martingn-Torres 2012,
Amm Antiquity and

Journal of Open Archaeology Data)

. M 100% Au
The Muisca offering : i o Guiere:
Offerings Type | 0y 100 o Pasca
. ) Carmen de Carupa
Individual style and skill (“mono-alloy”) 10 4R 8. Fusagasigd
)
«» Made in one single manufacturing event owneoffering, ;
o : . one bateh
+* By one single workshop or artisan (with exceptions) 4 °
40 Y o) 6
Social agency P ; \ 50
<»*Symbolic and material coherence y -
70
<+ Offered immediately after making { A"
0 R
“*Wax more important than gold - i\
)y 10
+“*Final appearance not important 100
100%Ag O 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 JmO‘ Cu
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100% Au

H e Fontibon
Offerings Type Il s Calcs
(”poly-alloy") ® Sesquilé

40
50,/
2
Each offering:

Same bateh of argentiferous gold,
different amounts of copper added

100% Ag 0 0 20 30 40 5 60 70 80 9 100 100

O camende Carupa  pCA of LA-ICP-MS data for

@ suba Pt, Ti, Zn, Sn, Sb, Hg, Pb
‘ Tocancipa —
1] TG

—

b var.)

PC1 (45.89

“WarvLoy

Fontibén
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mould |
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DOS FESOS ORO |

10



